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bound for that ancient stronghold. Unfortunately the Spaniards
had been warned, and the project came to nothing. Whereafter
the Englishmen turned pirate and, having stolen four ships,
began to raid the coast of Colombia. Once more the Spaniards
proved too much for them: they lost their ships and were forced
to march back across the Isthmus. Most of them died on the
way, but the survivors somehow or other managed to reach
Virginia.

There William remained for thirteen months, and then, once
more falling a victim to his indomitable wanderlust, he took
service on board a buccaneer and left for the west coast of South
America by way of Cape Horn.

While sailing southward and living on booty they fell in with
another English pirate vessel called the Cygnet and commanded
by a Captain Swan. Together the two vessels thought they were
strong enough to try their luck in the Caribbean. On the way
northward they plundered Spanish cities and captured Spanish
, coastal vessels until their supplies began to dwindle, whereupon
Dampicr joined Swan on the Cygnet^ and with him once more
made for the Pacific.

Early in March 1686 the two outlaws reached the west coast
of Mexico, and from there they crossed the Pacific until they
reached Guam, at the southern end of the Ladrones. Here the
crew, almost dead from hunger and thirst, quickly revived,
but the sailors had grown so exasperated at the brutality of their
commander (Swan) that they put him in a boat, rowed him
ashore, and left him there to shift for himself.

The next year they spent sailing leisurely through the Malay
Archipelago. They paid visits to Cochin-China and Tonkin,
living pleasantly and comfortably upon whatever plunder fell
into their hands. What suddenly made them decide to go south-
ward in search of the country that now appeared upon the maps
under the name of New Holland we do not know. Most likely
they felt that the time had come for them to drop out of sight
for a short while. Early in January of 1688 they saw land. They